
Raymond Historic District Commission Meeting 

Thursday June 25, 2020 

Raymond Depot 

Present: David and Kathy Hoelzel, Joyce Wood, Jill Galus(library trustee), Sabrina Maltby (library 

trustee), Sally Paradis, Kirsten Corbett (library director), Alissa Welch, Wayne Watjus(public), Dean 

Plender, 

Pledge: Chairman Hoelzel opened the meeting at 4:01 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Dudley Tucker L:ibrary Electronic Sign Application:  First up on the agenda was the continued hearing 

on the electronic reader board sign proposed for the library; this hearing was continued from May 

28,2020.  Kirsten handed out a list of bullet points in support of placing the sign with a Photoshop 

rendering of what it would look like and where it would be placed.  Sally Paradis reported that she had 

researched signs at 23 other libraries in the state.  Of the sample of 23 libraries all but three had hand 

painted signs; the exceptions were Hampstead, Hampton, and Newmarket.  Chairman Hoelzel asked 

Secretary Joyce Wood to read into the record a letter from Paul Brown opposing the installation of an 

electronic sign in the Historic District.  Joyce recused herself from hearing this case , as she had taken a 

position on this issue at a prior meeting of the friends of the library and would be perceived as not 

impartial.  Sally moved to deny the library’s application for an electronic reader board; Dean seconded 

that motion.  The motion to DENY the application was passed by unanimous assent with the exception 

of Joyce who abstained since she was recused.  Commissioners and members of the public expressed 

their concerns that the Historic District is not an appropriate place for an electronic sign; the possible 

distraction to drivers merging onto Epping Street was another concern expressed in opposition of the 

sign.  Chairman Hoelzel suggested that the Library Trustees consider alternatives to the electronic sign.  

DOT letter:  Chairman Hoelzel received a letter from the New Hampshire Department of Transportation 

notifying the Commission of the DOT’s plan to install warning signs along some of the State highways in 

Raymond.  The enclosed map indicated proposed signage in only one location, on Route 107 near 

Paradise Drive.  The Commission agreed that the DOT’s proposal does not affect the Raymond Historic 

district.  Chairman Hoelzel will confirm that Public Works Director, Steve Brewer received a copy of that 

letter. 

Sally noted that the Historic District Commission never approached the Planning Board with a 

recommendation to modify the Raymond Zoning ordinance to regulate signs in the Historic District.  

Sally moved to form a subcommittee to propose an ordinance change that would prohibit electronic 

signs and flutter flag signs in the Historic District.  The subcommittee will consist of Sally, Alissa, and 

Dean, who will develop a proposal to the HDC for presentation to the Planning Board for consideration. 

Minutes of May 28,2020 meeting:  The opening time of the meeting is incorrectly reported as 3:38 PM; 

that should have been 3:58 PM; David and Alissa’s names are misspelled.  David moved to approve the 



minutes with the time and name spelling corrections, Alissa seconded the motion which passed by 

unanimous assent, except that Sally abstained since she was not present at that meeting. 

Adjournment:  Joyce moved, seconded by Sally to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 5 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joyce Wood, Secretary 


