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October 1, 2020 

7:00 PM 

Zoom meeting 

Planning Board Members Present: 

Jonathan Wood (Chairman) 

Gretchen Gott 

John Beauvilliers 

Kendra Ferm 

Paul Lynn (Alternate) 

George Plante (Selectmen ex officio) 

Brad Reed 

Planning Board Members Absent: 

Robert Wentworth 

Staff Present: 

Glenn Coppelman - Circuit rider  

Christina McCarthy - Planning Technician 

Stephanie Gardner - Planning Technician 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Mr. Wood: “We are here to start the discussion about the agricultural ordinance and to give 

some perspective. Last winter before the last vote we had some citizens approach us about 

changing the ordinance so that it would allow chickens. I put together a small spreadsheet of 

how people could keep chickens in their residential area and it has been posted on the Town’s 

Facebook website, it has been posted on Kevin’s Facebook website and we have had some 

comments.” 

Ms. Gott: “We have received additional information and have a copy of the Durham Zoning 

Ordinance.” 

Mr. Coppelman: “I believe that Stephanie also sent out something that Bob Wentworth provided 

from Derry.” 

Mr. Wood: “When we are talking about small properties less than a quarter of an acre or if we 

are talking about half acre to quarter acre, those are areas in town that are fairly dense 

residential areas. So in order not the have a nuisance that is where this discussion came in. I 

have a letter from Mrs. Gallas. Her comments had to do with manure management plan. In my 

initial chicken discussion I put in the fact that they were free ranged or 44 
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enclosed. Where I have seen problems is when the chickens can get out and the neighbor’s dog 

comes over and eats them. The next piece is from Steve Brewer. He discussed the scope of 

these existing issues with the animal control officer. The RSA appears to share enforcement 

responsibilities between the zoning officer and the ACO and it may be appropriate to define 

areas of dry upland. A two-acre parcel that is 60% wetland will confine the range of chickens, 

etcetera to the dry 40%.  He has another piece in there, proximity to the neighboring residents 

should be a key consideration. Coops, enclosures should be located no closer than... and he 

thinks that we should have some kind of setback, he said start with 100 feet. Location of manure 

pile, distance to adjacent neighbors, distance to adjacent water bodies and wetlands. So there 

is a consideration with regard to are we going to have problems with polluting wells or polluting 

wetlands. And then roosters or other similar loud birds, fowl, could equal unwelcome noise 

diminishing the “quiet enjoyment of one's property” if they reside within earshot. Can this be 

authorized by a special permit process where the neighbors have an opportunity to voice an 

objection?   Right now it is being handled as a variance and the neighbors do get to voice 

objections. Would it make sense to register a certain number of birds by type so the zoning 

officer and ACO have a reference point? That was Steve’s input. And Wayne Welch sent in a 

letter (See attachment #1).”  Another email was sent from Bobby Townsend.

Ms. Gardner: “Then there is Grace Collette’s email too. (See attachment #2)”

Mr. Lynn: “I can understand people with the smaller lots with the chickens getting out. They do 

tear up gardens and they can cause a little mayhem with waste on people's property. But you 

would have to have a whole lot of chickens to make a whole lot of smell, I think, as far as their 

waste goes. And roosters, they make a lot of noise but like that last email said we do not have a 

noise ordinance as a whole, and there is quite a bit of loud noises in Town at all kinds of hours. 

But I think raising chickens is a wonderful idea. It has my support and I think everyone should 

be allowed to have a bird or two.” 

Mr. Wood: “I got from the chat box from Day Roy a panelist saying Agriculture is about more 

than chickens would any rules adopted apply to agricultural activities such as horses, pig, 

goats, Lammas, I know we are talking about fowl but you are not proposing separate 

recommendations for each of the various types of animals. What we are doing is having a 

community discussion.” 

Annie Vincent of 49 Epping Street: “We have a flock of 11 chickens, we are really just here to 

listen in and hear where the conversation is going. We have 1 rooster right now it was a pullet in 

June, so he has not made any noise yet but at some point, he is going to. We have an enclosed 

coop built for them and a run. They are never lose.” 

Luke Vincent of 49 Epping Street: “I am Annie’s Husband. We actually have 3.4 acres. We are 

very much in support of continuing to promote agriculture in the Town of Raymond. We see it as 

a positive benefit of people getting back to the land. Chickens in particular are very essential to 

any small farm or homestead. As part of a continuous feedback into the land. Some facts about 

88 
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chickens you may not know: chickens are omnivores and you can feed them all kinds of scraps. 89 

I would hate to see Raymond make the choice that negatively impacts that for any resident. I 90 

think that every resident should have the opportunity to take on a small flock of chickens. I know 91 

there is a constant gripe in Town about trash. What we are paying for bags et cetera one way to 92 

reduce the amount of waste we are putting back out into the trash system is to use agriculture to 93 

take that one source of waste and reuse it in a different form. I have table scraps that I now turn 94 

into eggs for my family. I noticed the Durham disclosure actually works for the Town of Durham, 95 

but I noticed in the goat portion of that ordinance there was one about the slaughter of goats on 96 

a property is prohibited and I wasn’t sure where that came from, or why that applied to goats 97 

and not other agriculture? The second thing was the 20,000 square feet and roosters? Roosters 98 

play an important role in a flock. They are usually like the head of the flock. They determine the 99 

pecking order. I would love to see some sort of program that allowed for roosters with the 100 

permission of the resident around the chicken keeper.” 101 

102 

Patricia Bridgeo of 7 Old Fremont Road: “I have so many things, one thing is you are only 103 

talking about chickens right now. I actually have questions about where it brings up goats. I 104 

personally do not have an animal to raise and slaughter but if somebody was to raise goats I do 105 

not understand why if somebody is raising goats that they could not consume them. Why don’t 106 

we talk more about education instead of legislation and regulation. There are people sitting here 107 

that understand some of the basic animal husbandry. As an example chickens, when you buy 108 

your baker’s dozen in the spring you don’t know if you are going to have hens or roosters. Do 109 

we tell every family that once they grow and you have 10 roosters you need to get rid of them. 110 

There are so many inherent problems with this. “ 111 

112 

Mr. Wood: “Right now we don’t have any legislation or regulations that govern this. So that is 113 

why we are having this discussion. This is a discussion this is not necessarily rule making.” 114 

115 

Bill Magorty of 34 Epping Street: “I am here with my daughter Tiffany. We have 6 chickens and 116 

two goats which we have a variance for.  I fully understand controlling the number of animals 117 

because you don’t want too many but don’t over complicate it. Free range chickens if they are 118 

not going into other people's property and bothering them shouldn’t be stopped. If you have 119 

your coops off of the ground, raised about 18 inches, it reduces the rodents. We don’t raise 120 

meat chickens but if it is your livestock and you are raising meat chickens; if you can gut a deer 121 

during hunting season you should be able to take care of your own livestock.” 122 

123 

John Hamilton of 22 Lane Road: “I think the discussion is a great idea. Maybe we could take 124 

chickens as poultry instead of livestock instead of having goats and horses and everything on 125 

there. My property is an acre and a quarter, and I have raised chickens on smaller lots. I am not 126 

a fan of roosters, but people do like them. I would really like to get chickens. I went to the code 127 

enforcer who told me I couldn’t have animals on my property because of my lot size and to go to 128 

the zoning board  to get special permission or an easement to have livestock on the property.” 129 

130 

Mr. Wood: “We are looking to relieve the zoning and the variance and the expense of going for 131 

a variance for people in town but we want to have some minor restrictions. If you have a cow 132 



4 

you are going to need an acre. “ 133 

134 

Mr. Reed: “My daughter Carrie has chickens. They have some family health issues. About half 135 

of the family got Lyme Disease and they started raising chickens for the eggs to have something 136 

in house and it does take care of the tick and bug problems associated with living in a rural 137 

area. They live in Sandown. It may behoove us at this point to get some people interested in this 138 

subject to take care of the immediate needs if there is a way to do it without reworking the entire 139 

zoning section. To allow people to have fowl. Is there a group of people willing to get involved? “ 140 

141 

Mr. Plante: “I have to agree with Brad and Wayne because if you read through the RSA it pretty 142 

much covers everything that we have been talking about. Like Wayne says don’t reinvent the 143 

wheel. “ 144 

145 

Ms. Gott: “I would like to ask about what got us here in the first place. As far as I understand the 146 

number of complaints about chickens to the code enforcement officer. Is that correct? 147 

148 

Mr. Wood: “I am not aware that it was a series of complaints. What I was aware of there were a 149 

number of people who were keeping chickens and they were directed toward the Zoning Board 150 

of Adjustment so they could have a variance so that they could keep chickens.” 151 

152 

Mrs. McCarthy: “What brought us to this point was two things. We have an ordinance that says 153 

you can't have livestock which is including chickens at this point on less than two acres. But you 154 

have many people who would like to keep chickens whether it is 4, 6, or 8 chickens on their less 155 

than two-acre lot. So we were sending many people through ZBA. So they would like to change 156 

those ordinances to say if you are on a quarter of an acre you can have 4 chickens, if you are 157 

on a half an acre you can have  6 chickens, whatever the case may be. The other thing that 158 

people need to realize is that not everybody understands what best management practices are 159 

and when it comes to keeping chicken feed  people have to understand that they have to keep it 160 

in a container that animals and vermin can’t get into. Because we were having a huge influx of a 161 

rat problem that was happening on Epping Street. There was a huge influx of them last year. So 162 

we could only tie it back to the fact that we have a lot more chicken keepers. I agree with what 163 

everybody is saying but we need to make sure that people are keeping their chickens in their 164 

own yards. Two, that they understand the best management practices for feed, so that they are 165 

not attracting the rats and the mice and whatever else wants to eat the chicken feed. Things like 166 

that. And then we had the citizens petition where they wanted to change it last year, but they 167 

didn’t make the cut off. So they came in at the end of the year and they wanted to make some 168 

changes to it. So all of that together brought us to this point right here.” 169 

170 

Mr. Wood: “I think what we need to do is each one of us needs to look at our  agriculture zoning 171 

ordinance and go at it with a pencil and see what needs to be changed and also to look at those 172 

RSA’s that Wayne referenced. Stephanie if you could make sure that everybody gets a copy of 173 

those as well as the specific agriculture ordinance, so that we can then start to look at where we 174 

need to make changes in light of what we have heard this evening. Then come back next 175 

meeting which is the 15th of October and suggest those changes at that point. We will continue 176 
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as a Zoom on the 15th.” 

Ms. Gott: “The lot requirements that Bob sent from Derry do say livestock only on 1 or more 

acres, no minimum lot for fowl.” 

Mr. Lynn: “I think we are overcomplicating this. Jonathan, the chart you did is a good starting 

point with what we need to do.” 

Kevin Woods read two emails. The first one said “could you elaborate on free range verses 

enclosed? I have an outside yard for my chickens which is entirely enclosed with fencing around 

the perimeter, over the top and a portion along the bottom, additionally the perimeter of the run 

is surrounded by the vegetation for screening. Which particular category would this fall under?”  

Mr. Wood: “To me that would sound like it was enclosed.” 

Kevin Woods: “I think you can see the second one on your screen: “My name is Carl Belanger 

at 1 Kathy Court. I have neighbors at 3 Kathy with many chickens, turkeys and ducks. The 

chickens have certainly been a pain for us to say the least . The rooster is very loud, it does stay 

on it's property never mind 4 feet from my house but the worst part is they get out and 

practically live here. They tear up our flower beds. My wife like to naps on the weekends and 

lately the rooster likes to come over and wake her up. We have had about 10 to 14 chickens 

from our neighbors at a time on our property. We are not interested in dealing with them but we 

would like them at least to stay on their property. I do believe they have less than 2 acres, 1.64 

to be exact. I don’t feel they have enough separation from my property to not be a burden. If the 

problem persists I will be forced to call the authorities. We have been patient up to this point.” 

Mr. Wood: “Unless anyone has anything further, I think that wraps it up for our chicken 

discussion and we will now move on to the next item on the agenda. Zoning amendments.” 

Ms. Gardner: “The first one is the water quality one and it is just the lawyer made some edits. In 

your packet you can see her email is attached. (See attachment #3) I just wanted to show you

what edits she made and see if you agreed with them.” 

Mr. Wood: “If you zoom into the map you can see the delineated wetlands. The orange is where 

the 75-foot setback is and the dotted line with the red dots is where the 100-foot setback is…” 

“6.10.5.6 the owner shall provide proof of residence to the Assessor’s Office no later than 

January 1st.  

6.10.5.7 Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) require the same level of inspection, (electric, health , 

plumbing , safety, et cetera.) for the Certificate of Occupancy for the primary residence prior to 

occupation. Grandfathered ADUs, those ADUs created prior to March 22, 2021 shall have 

inspection reports for the ADU’s improvements on file with the town upon transfer of the 

property of ownership.” 

Ms. Ferm: “I think that sounds reasonable,” 220 
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221 

Mr. Wood: “Stephanie, you wanted to share your screen.” 222 

223 

Ms. Gardner: “Do you see what it used to say? For section 4.9.6.2.6 Setbacks as defined in 224 

section 15.3.2. for zone G have been met. And she did not see a reason to have that one.” 225 

226 

Mr. Wood: “So she thinks that we should strike that.” 227 

228 

The board agreed that the section should be deleted. 229 

230 

Mr. Wood: “This is a recommendation as I understand it.” 231 

232 

Ms. Gardner: “For private roads the Board of Selectmen needs to get a Planning Board 233 

recommendation so they can approve a building permit. There was an application for 13 Smith 234 

Pond Road. The Planning Board needs to recommend it to the Board of Selectmen to approve 235 

it.”  236 

237 

Mr. Wood: “This is a subdivision that we granted back in 2016.” 238 

239 

Ms. Gott disclosed that she knows the Pratt’s and all the other people involved and it has no 240 

bearing on her decision making. 241 

242 

Mr. Wood also disclosed it would have no bearing on his decision making because he is friends 243 

with an abutter.   244 

245 

Mr. Reed also disclosed he is friends with an abutter, and it would have no bearing on his 246 

decision making.  247 

248 

Ms. Gott: “I can’t say no because we just approved across the street”. 249 

250 

Mr. Wood: “If you would craft a letter of recommendation that I can sign for the Board.” 251 

252 

Motion: 253 

Mr. Wood made a motion to recommend to the Selectmen that they grant the building permit for 254 

13 Smith Pond Road based on the agreement and release regarding the building permit for the 255 

private road. Mr. Reed seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken. The motion passed with 256 

a vote of 5 in favor, 1 abstention, and 0 opposed.  257 

258 

Gretchen Gott - Yes 259 

John Beauvilliers - AYE 260 

Kendra Ferm - Yes 261 

George Plante - Abstain 262 

Brad Reed - Aye  263 

Paul Lynn - Yes  264 
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265 

Approval of minutes: 266 

267 

Motion: 268 

Mr. Beauvilliers made a motion to accept the September 17, 2020 minutes as amended. Ms. 269 

Ferm seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken. The motion passed with a vote of 6 in 270 

favor, 1 abstention, and 0 opposed.  271 

272 

Jonathan Wood - Yes 273 

Gretchen Gott - Yes 274 

John Beauvilliers - Yes 275 

Kendra Ferm - Yes 276 

George Plante - Abstain 277 

Brad Reed - Yes 278 

Paul Lynn - Yes  279 

280 

Ms. Ferm excused herself from the meeting. 281 

282 

Other business: 283 

284 

The board agreed to continue doing Zoom meetings. 285 

286 

Staff updates: 287 

288 

Ms. Gardner: “The first day to accept Citizen’s Petitions is November 9, 2020 and the last day to 289 

accept them is December 9, 2020. We talked to Laura about the Unified Development Plan and 290 

she said we have to make a decision if we want to revoke it or not. It has to be noticed as a 291 

public hearing.” 292 

293 

Mr. Wood: “Back when Granite Meadows at exit 4 was developed in order to pull together an 294 

area called the Sewer Overlay District they developed something called the Unified 295 

Development Plan (UDP) and the UDP had within it uses within the zone.  The UDP had things 296 

in there like conference centers and retail land. It also had a significant amount of apartments, 297 

as well as a very large distribution center. It was all predicated on the fact that they needed to 298 

have sewers for 180 condos that were right across the street from the Fire Station.   Since 299 

Granite Meadows has subdivided that land that site plan is no longer in play. Also because they 300 

did not renew that site plan it is no longer in play. I am not sure whether we are bound to revoke 301 

it because we put a sunset date on the last time that we extended it. So then should we place a 302 

public hearing on the agenda for the dissolution of the UDP and the revocation of the site plan 303 

of Granite Meadows?” 304 

“So Stephanie can you put that on our agenda?” 305 

306 

Ms. Gardner: “Laura asked us to send an update on the TIF District and she said there is 307 

nothing in the statue about how to dissolve a TIF District. You should follow the same process 308 
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used to establish one. You will have to hold a hearing on the discussion at least 15 days prior to 309 

the town meeting vote with notice including a description of the district posted in two places and 310 

published at least 7 days prior to the hearing.” 311 

312 

Mr. Wood: “But this is going to have to be done at the Selectmen level not at the Planning Board 313 

level.” 314 

315 

Ms. Gott: “And the TIF District was established by Town vote. By a warrant article so does that 316 

mean it has to be dissolved by a warrant article?” 317 

318 

Mr. Coppelman: “Yes.” 319 

320 

Board member updates: 321 

322 

Mr. Plante: “We had a Board of Selectmen meeting Monday. Our October 5th meeting is going 323 

to be the final hearing for the Bean Tavern and we will be voting whether or not to put that into  324 

a warrant article. On Monday we voted to accept the Pay As You Throw Program that Joe and 325 

Steve Brewer and everybody put together. It is going to get implemented after the permit thing 326 

squared away.” 327 

328 

Motion: 329 

Mr. Wood made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Reed seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken. 330 

The motion was approved unanimously with a vote of 6 in favor, 0 oppose, 0 abstentions.     331 

Jonathan Wood - Yes 332 

Gretchen Gott - Yes 333 

John Beauvilliers - Yes 334 

George Plante - Yes  335 

Brad Reed - Yes 336 

Paul Lynn - Yes  337 

338 

Respectfully submitted, 339 

340 

Jill A. Vadeboncoeur 341 

342 

343 



 Qctober 1,2020 

The thought of regulating agriculture by people not involved in agriculture is disturbing. I believe 
the agriculture problems in Raymond stem from a lack of education and not zoning regulations. 
Today’s society has embraced the” NH Way” Growing their own food,producing products to 
enhance their families needs. Values that use to be passed down from generation to generation 
have been lost. These newcomers have the courage to get involved and learn how to provide 
for themselves. As they  stumble and make mistakes we need to provide them with guidance 
and encouragement. NH Farm Bureau is a statewide agency that provides Ag related 
assistance. As the University of NH is a land grant institution, it’s charter mandates assistance 
to its population through Cooperative Extension, which is in every county.The Zoning 
regulations you are reviewing from Durham are a good example of what not to do! The 
Department of Agriculture has developed an RSA defining Agriculture and worked on zoning 
and planning statues to address these issues. 
I would strongly suggest a warrant article adopting RSA 21:34a the state definition of Agriculture 
instead of reinventing the wheel. RSA 672:1,lll (a,b,c,d,e), and  RSA 674:32-(a,b,c). 
House bill 663 enacted 9/9/19 made changes to all three statues to make the intent more clear 
and eliminate some subjective interpretations of the previous language. 

 Best Management Practices are” operational guidelines” not standards.Agriculture needs to be 
allowed in all zones. Ride down Main st and Epping st. Most houses 100 years old or more have 
barns. In a congested area where people didn’t need transportation. They worked in shoe 
shops,factories and retail establishments. The rails station was within walking distance. They 
raised livestock and planted gardens to take care of their families. A look back in time 
sometimes provides us guidance for where we are now. 

http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/billText.aspx?id=823&txtFormat=html&sy=2019 

An Ag Commission in Raymond would also be a good idea as enabled in RSA 673:1 and 
674:44-e,f,g 

Thanks for listening to an old sheep farmer 
Wayne Welch 

Attachment #1

http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/billText.aspx?id=823&txtFormat=html&sy=2019


From:  Raymond Communications <communication@raymondnh.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2020 11:21 AM
To:  Grace Collette <gracecollette@comcast.net>; Stephanie Gardner <sgardner@raymondnh.gov>
Cc:  Christina McCarthy <cmccarthy@raymondnh.gov>; Gregory Arvanitis <garvanitis@raymondnh.gov>
Subject: Re: Agricultural ordinances

Thank you for your email.  I am forwarding it to the Raymond Planning Assistant Stephanie Gardner for her delivery to the Planning Board.

Kevin Woods
Communications

From: Grace Collette <gracecollette@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2020 11:15 AM
To: Raymond Communications <communication@raymondnh.gov>
Subject: Agricultural ordinances

I sincerely hope there will be no restrictions on chickens or roosters in Raymond. I have noted that roosters make less noise than ten wheel trucks, 
motorcycles, lawn mowers, snow blowers, etc. and a noise ordinance would Have to be considered as a whole in order to be of the greatest good for 
the greatest number, which is always our goal in governance.
In the best interest of the citizens of Raymond-
Grace Collette
12 Governors Drive
Raymond, NH 03077
603-785-8950 

Sent from my iPhone

Attachment #2

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=59ffd94908cb4623beb1a1c1f9a785fa-Guest_bc67f
mailto:sgardner@raymondnh.gov


From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Hi Stephanie.  I have a few thoughts/suggestions.

The first amendment is fine.

I’m not sure why we need the third amendment?  If all property in Zone G has to
meet the setback requirements, why does this need to be a criteria for the issuance of
a conditional use permit? 

The second amendment I would reorganize and rewrite as follows:

 The change to § 4.9.1.9 is fine and the question will be: 

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 2 as proposed by the
Planning board for the town zoning ordinance as follows:  To amend the purposes of
the Conservation District to include maintaining the heath and water storage function
of wetlands?

I think the proposed change to §4.9.1.8 would be more appropriately a change
to §4.9.3.1 (establishing the district boundaries for the Conservation District).  Add a
new last sentence that says “The Shoreland Protection Area also includes any area
within 100 feet of any priority wetland, as shown on Map A.”

This would be a separate question as follows:

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. ___ as proposed by the
Planning board for the town zoning ordinance as follows:  To amend the boundaries
of the Shoreland Protection are to include any area within 100 feet of any priority
wetland?

And for the fourth amendment, the question should be

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 4 as proposed by the Planning
board for the town zoning ordinance as follows:  To increase the setback from
wetlands in the Conservation District from 25 to 75 feet for regular wetlands and to
100 feet for Priority Wetlands, and to relocate this requirement from Section 15.3.2
(which will be deleted) to a new section 15.1.4.

Please let me know if I can be of additional assistance.  Thanks!

Attachment #3
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