Keeping Poultry in Raymond — Some Thoughts

This document is a framework to begin community
discussion, and not the final ordinance.

The purpose of this ordinance is to provide guidance and regulation to Raymond residents for the
keeping of poultry. It considers the residents desire to keep poultry as well as recognizing both positive

and negative impact of poultry keeping on neighboring residents.

All poultry keeping shall be by permit. All poultry keeper shall have available for inspection a poultry
manure management plan and feed security plan.

Manure Management Plan — What are you going to do with the accumulated poultry manure?
Poultry manure attracts unwanted pests. Large amounts of poultry manure can pollute near by
wells and surface waters.

Feed Security Plan — How are you going keep vermin from your poultry feed?

Suggested Permitted Poultry Allowances:

Free Free Free
Free Free Range or Range or | Range or
Range Enclosed Range Enclosed Enclosed | Enclosed | Enclosed
<1/4 <1/4 1/4 to 1/4 to 1/2 to <1 1to <2
Acre Acre <1/2 Acre | <1/2 Acre Acre Acres 2+ Acres
Chickens -
Hens 4 Max Permitted 10 Max Permitted | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted
Chickens - Not Not Not Not
Roosters | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted
Ducks 2 Max Permitted 6Max Permitted | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted
Geese 2 Max Permitted 6 Max Permitted | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted
Guinea Not Not Not Not
Fowl Permitted | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted
Other Not Not Not Not
Poultry Permitted | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted

Free Range - According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), free range means that
chickens have access to the outdoors for at least some part of the day, whether the chickens

choose to go outside or not. ...

Permits shall be renewed annually with the submission of the Manure Management and Feed Security
Plans and may be subject to inspection by Raymond Code Enforcement Officer by appointment.

Where animal abuse is suggested or a written complaint has been submitted, the permit shall give the
Raymond Code Enforcement Officer permission to inspect.




Comments:
Mrs Gallus

Manure Management Plan - Manure attracts what kind of pests, (give examples)? We haven't had
problems with pests in the manure in the coop or when composted our only problems were with
unwanted animals accessing the chicken food (not the stored feed but the stuff left out for the chickens)
chipmunks, woodchucks, squirrels, yellow jackets, and only one instance of two rats. The manure smells
when the weather gets hot or the manure builds up before we remove it but once it is outside the coop
and in the gardens/fresh air there is no smell.

How many Poultry Permits do you expect to issue? Does the Code Officer have that much time? Are
these for all existing poultry residents or just new ones? A specific section of town or all town?

There already sections of town listed for agriculture will they have to get permits too? What about
residential properties with horses, cows, sheep, or pigs?

C McCarthy

| think this is a good start. There is a law about trespassing livestock, | think we may need to incorporate
a fence rule as well some neighbors may not want chicken poop in their yard especially with children.

TITLE LXII
CRIMINAL CODE

CHAPTER 635
UNAUTHORIZED ENTRIES

Section 635:3

635:3 Trespassing Stock or Domestie Fowl. — H any person having the charge or custody of any
sheep, goats, cattle, horses, swine, or domestic fowl shall knowingly, recklessly, or negligently suffer
or permit the same to enter upon, pass over, or remain upon any improved or enclosed land of another
without written permission of the owner, oceupant, or his or her agent, and thereby injures the owner's
crops or property, the person shall be guilty of a viokation, Complaints shall be made to law
enforcement officials or local animal control officers who shall enforce the provisions of this section.

Source. 1971, 518:1, eff. Nov, 1, 1973, 2018, 60:1, eff. July 24, 2018,

S Brewer

| would definitely incorporate reference to this RSA and discuss the scope of existing issues with the ACO
Animal Control Officer. This RSA appears to share enforcement responsibly between the Zoning Officer
and ACO

It may be appropriate to define “area” as dry upland. A 2 acre parcel that is 60% wetland will confine
the range of chickens, etc to the dry 40%.




Proximity / Distance to neighboring residences should be a key consideration. Coops / Enclosures
should be located no closer than feet to an adjacent residence. Start with 100 ft.

Location of manure pile? Distance to adjacent neighbors... Distance to adjacent waterbodies /
wetlands.

Manure pile maintenance requirements?

Are there any restrictions necessary for properties abutting waterways or waterbodies? - Increase
bacteria in streams impacting water quality — MS4

Roosters or other similar loud birds / fowl could = unwelcome noise diminishing the “quiet enjoyment of
one’s property” if they reside within earshot.

Can this be authorized by a Special Permit process where the neighbors have an opportunity to voice
objection?

Would it make sense to “register” a certain number of birds by type so that the Zoning Officer and ACO
have a reference point?




